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Napoleon's objective, however, like Marshal Stalin's, was power,
not commerce, and the Peace of Amiens placed him once again
in a position to attempt the mastery of the west, for he got back
possession of his overseas empire, including the sugar islands
and the French ports and factories in India. Of all her con-
quests Britain retained only Trinidad and Ceylon. Then she
proceeded to disarm.

Fortunately, after Amiens, disillusion came so quickly that
neither the technique not the tradition of victory at sea had
been lost when the fight was resumed in May 1803. Once
again invasion threatened, but a new continental coalition drew
off Napoleon to win his historic victories at Ulm, Austerlitz,
and Jena while the Franco-Spanish fleet was defeated by Nelson
at Trafalgar. Nevertheless, Russia deserted the coalition and
allied herself with Napoleon at Tilsit in 1806; once more France
was master of Europe and again England expected invasion.
Now the danger was deadly because Napoleon for the first
time had a chance to get together a fleet at least equal to that
opposed to him. His plans were based on securing control by
military operations of the fleets of Portugal, Denmark, and
Sweden. The British Government, instigated by Canning,
anticipated him and secured by a combined naval and military
expedition the surrender of the Danish fleet. Portugal, our
oldest ally, also handed over her fleet, although not until the
French were in the suburbs of Lisbon. The threat of invasion
was thus finally removed and Napoleon was driven back on
the counter-blockade, the closing to English ships and English
cargoes of every port in Europe.

The speed with which the British Cabinet met the new and
deadly threat was admirable and rare in our history. We must
nevertheless remember that we were also supremely fortunate
in having to fight the greatest military genius in modern
history at a time when the movement of land forces was slower
than the movement of fleets. As the result of our monopoly of
sea power we had the whole of the trade of the new world in
our hands, and the resulting wealth, added to our sea power,
gave us the strategic initiative. We could land troops when
we Uk^d and subsidize allies. Napoleon's continental system
failed because a conqueror who brings scarcity ia his train